Stuart Ross,
M.D., Intermisi
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Webh's surgical $3,943 $1,290
episode began Dr. Richard E. Rubin performed Webh had six chest X rays
with a $250 visit Webb's catheterization, 2 and other radiological " :
to his family diagnostic procedure in which a procedures before and \ .
physician, thin tube is inserted in arteries after surgery.
Dr. Stuart Ross, leading to the heart. The tubes
who ran a series o e release dyes that can be detected
of basic tests and CATHOLIC by an X-ray device. Rubin’s VENTILATOR
recommended an PRIEST partner, Dr. Alan M. Weintraub, This $39,000 machine
immediate Before and after diagnosed Webb's heart disease. kept Webb breathing
catheterization surgery, Webh They charged Blue Cross an after surgery.
procedure. was comforted by additional $3,512 not included in
Father Gustaaf M. the $63,589 hospital bill.
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Anatomy of | ,
a $63,589
Medical.

It took 105 people at Georgetown University
Medical Center to repair the 64-year-old heart of
William T. Webb Jr., a retired schoolteacher.
Georgetown, a short walk from Hillary Clinton’s
White House office, sent Webb a bill for $63,589,
about the national average for a double bypass
and aartic valve replacement. (What the hospital

ill

ed was substantially less—see About That

ar right, at top.) Bypass operations are

the most common big-ticket surgical procedures
inthe U.S., with about 300,000 performed last year.
Toillustrate the enormous cost of health care, LIFE
gathered for this double-frame photograph nearly
all the people who had a hand in Webh's care
during the 10 days he was in the hospital. Their
collective annual salary is $3.6 million.
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BILLING

The actual hill totaled
37 pages, which

5429 in staff
.ﬁ produce.

PLANT

Webb's share of annual
electricity, heating, plumbing,
water, engineering and repairs
comes to about $1,600.

TRANSPORTER

Donovan Christie spent roughly 20
minutes shuttling Webb between his
room and the operating area at a
cost (based on $8 an hour) of $2.60.
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CARE: $175

Webb spent nine days recoveri
the cardiovascular surgery
where 13 nurses working various
shifts watched him 24 hours a day.
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OPERATING

| ROOM: $36,127
Cardiothoracic surgeon Dr.
Robert B. Wallace and his
team “harvested” two blood
vessels from Webb's leg and
chest and used them to
replace two clogged arteries,
Wallace then inserted a new
heart valve to replace a
diseased one. Georgelown's
operating rooms generate
$55.4 million in revenue
each year,




ADMINISTRATION

More than $2,300 is built into Webb's bill
to pay for desks, chairs, computers,
paper clips, salaries and malpractice
insurance. These costs, like those for food
service, plant, hilling and even the priest
are hidden in billing categories such as
Intensive Care and Operating Room.

HEART SURGEON

Dr. Wallace, Chairman of Surgery at Georgetown,
trained for 16 years to become a heart surgeon—
four years in college, four years in medical school,
five as a surgical resident and three as a cardiac
surgery fellow. In 30 years of practice he has
performed more than 10,000 operations and averages
about 180 a year now. He charged $13,305 for this
six-hour operation, but insurance paid only $7,450.

JUNIOR RESIDENT

Zahide Erkman, M.D., assisted the
chief surgeon during Webb's
operation, Georgetown residents
work as many as 100 hours a week
for an average salary of $26,000.

PHARMACY:
$1,433

Webb consumed 36,218
milligrams of dru'
including the pain
Percocet ($1.90 per day)
and aminocaproic acid

($14.70 per day), which
controls bieeding,
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FOoOD
SERVICES

Dietitians organized
the hospital menus
during Webb's stay.
He was served 23
meals and charged
$188.60 for them.

Judy Pervine, R.D.,
Dietitian
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e operation, William Webb

Id have died %ﬂlhin five years,
says his cartliologist. With

it, he Shogld Live another

15 to 20 Years if he

maiftainsia healthy
lifestyle. Webh |

persﬂr:ily is paying

less than $400 for

lhb slirgery.

CARDIOPULMONARY
BYPASS PUMP

This $55,000 machine
acted as temporary
heart and lungs to
circulate and
reoxygenate blood
while Webb's heart
was stopped.

Carol Teague,
Dietitian

Shirley-Ann Nwator,  Asst,
Dietitian Asst,

LAB: $3,232
Doctors ordered 86
separate tests on Webb,
from a $13 urinalysis the
day before surgery to
$581 worth of tests run
during the operation.

ABOUT THAT BILL...

Georgetown sent Webb's bill to his insurer,
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, which agreed to
pay only $35,751. Georgetown says its cost
for Webb's care was $36,855, and that it
lost money. “The bill is largely fiction,"
admits Gerald Beaulieu, Georgetown's
associate administrator for finance. Most
hospital bills are routinely marked up
higher than actual cost. “At one time, most
insurers paid the marked-up price,” says
Beaulieu. “Now only a few pay it. Everyone
else negotiates deep discounts.”

L| nda Goodman,
.D,, Resident

Barbara Chen,
& M.D. Anesthesiologist

Kristen Koeppen,
R.N., Scrub Nurse

Sandra Bowers,
Blood Bank (0.R.)

rzan Buchhalz,
€.C.P., Perfusianist
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